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I have been working on this 
though its relatively few pages 
written in much shorter time. V 
information about August W 
parents and grandparents, no: 
coming to America. In fact, alt 
born to him and Catharina ha 
hers of the immediate family 
they aware, as I later learned. 
Nor did any of the family kno 
fore coming to America. All of 
have been obtained during An 
ently felt any urgency to comp 
erations of Weskgers might b 

My problem, therefore, was 
the principals hod died withoi 
backgrounds. My late father, P 
memory combined with a qut 
with an aunt in Duisburg, anc 
gave me a lead to pursue thro 
tiier had also questioned his b 
eellaneous information, which 
boyhood. 

At one time or another I ta 
all my Weslager aunts and un 
plete. The two still living, Ai 
Uncle Al (Albert J. Wollsclilat 
special mention. I also want 

m<ittio,- /Vfm Alioa Tniiiii WTo, 
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August Weslager was a plaii 
only to his family and < 
He made no contributions to 
question taking the time and 
true that he and many others 
taken together they played 
There is also a sentimental r 
grandfather, and I owe my 
others named Weslager, 

August Weslager was one c 
settled in that section of Pitt 
ingham, later known as the £ 
Allentown Borough, and still 
became a home owner. 

Into Pittsburgh during the i 

a stream of immigrants poure 
workmen to build its streets 
steel and glass factories. As ti 
their families as members of 

William Penn first gave ha^ 
Protestant sectarians from Ge 
ures, poverty, and famine all 
America. In 1683, Francis Dar 
from the Rhine, and settled 
Germantown. In subsequent 



On the days preceding t 
the banks of the river Weser 
preparing to leave. With th 
in boxes and battered trunk: 
these emigrating families wt 
ica offered them freedom ol 
property — the privilege of t 
compulsory military service 
families — equal rights to live 

Like the others, August \ 
better life. He broke the ties 
land. He started a new life ; 
his years toiling in the iron 
Valley. He never returned t 
not even for a visit. Americs 
ing as much as he gave. He \ 
and to raise a new generation 



The German government 
serving documentary re 
may still be found old churcl 
Weslager was born. I engag 
ogist, to search these records 
He combed old church boo' 
by worms and rodents, in w 
and other church scribes enl 
records dating from the ear 
me, at intervals, reports on 
have condensed these data ir 

August Weslager was boi 
called Gross Komorsk (son* 
Kornmern. This village lay 
river Weichsel (later called 



August's mother's name in 1 
Maria Manikowska, Many Ger. 
West Prussia had Slavish names 
had taken place. August's godp< 
another Eigenkatner, and Friiuk 
married sister, 

August was baptized in the tc 
Sehwetz, not far distant from Gi 
Lutheran church serving the ar< 

The record of the marriage of 
church records (Record 3676 p. 
follows: 

"The bachelor and future pro 
of Gr. Kommorsk, second sc 
schlager of Gr. Kommorsk, w 
oldest daughter of property 
Kommorsk, applied for a marr 
married December 4, 1842. . 
21 years," 

The word translated above as 
German text as Eigentiimer and 
kiitner previously cited. An Eig 
Prussian land-owning class, dis 
worked for the larger Eigentiime; 
ponding to landed gentry, Augi 
was not a farm worker, but ow 
passed a large farm at Gross I 
scended to the first son, and si: 
did not inherit his father's lands, 
himself with a smaller piece of pr 

The church records also disck 

kowska (also spelled Menkowski 
30, 1822, and baptized on Sep 
Menkowska, an Eigentiimer, ha 
mother, however, was a Luther 
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In 1788, there was a Martin ^ 
ment Kochebar, and in 1816 a 
Wiede near Treul. The names o: 
schlager, Michael Wollsehlager 
schlager, Peter Paul Wollenschla 
Wollenschlager, Ernst Friedriel 
all no doubt related — appear in 

The earliest entry of the name 
text) appears in the Gross Kor 
Wolszleger and his wife Agnete 
tober 10, 1771, the Gross Komo 
beth, daughter of Petrus and ? 
name of Peter Wolszleier appeal 

Dr. Spruth advised me that th 
be found in Deutsch-Bork (Ne 
Zauch-Belzig ) as a farming f; 
opinion that there may have be* 
Prussia during the colonization 
though this has not been docur 

The appearance of the famil; 
America ) in so many different n 
confusion over the spelling for I 
to single out any of the version 
out later, August Weslager him; 
name. 

August's mother died of eons 
of 34, and was buried at Gro 
Friedrich aged 14, Johanne ag 
August, then only four. At the 
Warlubien a small village near ' 
also recorded in the church book} 



A 



t the time of August's birth, ( 



Slavic tribes, but in the 14 
Teutonic Knights, a Germ; 

Crusades. Instead of seeki 
found pagan Slavs on the 
or reduced them to serfs. r 
Bororussians, seizing their 
built many castles and for 
was Marienburg, An ancie 
hood which he had seen wh 

In 1772, Russia, Austria, 
formerly occupied by Slav 
Following this, German J 
and intense efforts made 
Spruth suggested, it was 
came from West Germany t 

After the first World W; 
Komorsk was situated wa 
Versailles. It gave Poland 
the "Polish Corridor." W 
"Polish Corridor" was tern 
of the second World War 
returned to Germany. In i 
of the war, the area has 
language is no longer spol 
have been given Polish na 
of the names, such as Gro 
are found on earlier Germ; 
and August's birthplace is 
was baptized, Neuenburg 
changed to Gdansk, and 
Weslager was living today 
find himself in a strange 
longer spoken and all the < 
completely erased from the 



bribe in the form of fresh egj 
stand why the schoolmaster 
told my father many years la 
education on the wife of his 
this story — I merely record i 
as a young man, worked in 
August told him many stori( 
lunches together and traveled 
when raising his family in . 
for his knowledge of leather w 

In West Prussia young mei 
the army for certain periods 
times to work on the farms. 1 
into the army and assigned t( 
in the Franco-Prussian War. 1 
to a branch of the service ha\ 
source of pride. August, on tfi 
and he resented the restricl 
served his period of compulse 
He carried with him througl 
military disciplines. 



Now we come to additional 
which also provide intei 
August and his immediate fa 
tember 20, 1875, occurs in the 
on the Rhine. 

The register of new arrival 
borer August Wollemchlager, 
on his baptismal certificate. / 

arina Walter, aged 19, their i: 
( named after August's father ) 
.Catharina Walter, aged 44. 
Ulner, although Ulmer is pro' 



It further identifies August, 
ans. It adds the additional i 
to Duisburg from the town 
19 years before. 

Klein-Czyste was a West 
of the Weichsel. Gross Ko 
opposite side of the river, I 
part of the Regierungsbezv, 
der. It appears that August 
release from the army to se 
he met Catharina, As the yc 
Peter Wollschlager he did n 
which meant that he was i 
must have decided to try tc 
Czyste. 

In 1905, Klein-Czyste hac 
smaller when August settlec 
center of the district whei 
were situated) was the "ca 
Liebe River, a tributary to 
lived and farmed in Klein 
was less than 14,000. The na 
in recent years by the Po 
called Kwidzyn and Kulm i 

Following their marriag 
Czyste where Catharina's p. 
and operated a farm. Catha: 
and received a good educa 
Prussia had taught her ma 
good use in later years whe 
ica; how to plant, eare for c 
sew, and knit, and other use! 

Catharina had two broth 
sources is given as Carl, but 



soil made the landlord richei 
fully to enjoy the fruits of hi 
find more remunerative vvor 
reasons August left Klein-C2 
of 1875. 

From Klein-Czyste to Dui 
miles — a long, tiresome, and 
of age and Catharina had ju 
youth to pull up roots from i 
different kind of life in a d: 
and dialect marked them 
Figure 2, showing the distan 
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become the greatest inla 
coke, and steel. (Durinj 
prime military target, an* 
tive bombings.) 

There was another reas 
burg — some of Catharii 
previous year, one of he 
1846 in Klefn-Czyste ) , h 
Czyste), and their five-y 

Carl and Anna Schiel 
lated to Anna — they were 

Furthermore, the Walt 
and Cathrina's father had 

On September 29, 18 
only 16 years of age cat 
That was only nine days 
had arrived. Carl went t( 
rented in Feldmark, an i 
under construction. 

Industrial developmen 
and hundreds of worker: 
recruited from farms in 
were settled in primitive 
Feldmark — later to be k 
land of Duisburg, with w 
bach Creek. Then the Vu 
ate to produce iron, and 
with 12 huge furnaces w 
Duisburg was Germany's 

On February 19, 187" 
Catharina. The infant w 
ary 25 (named after A 
August's name and oec 

cnmaffpr Tnaplnhnpr (As 



The Lutheran records at Du 
helm Wollschlager was born 
1880. At that time, August an 
Strasse having moved from Fe 
gives August's occupation as F. 
no doubt that he was then eri 
The son Wilhelm, later to be c 
at the age of two and raised ir 
ward and Walter Weslager, m 
to me as Uncle Will. He was i 
was employed for many years i 
an occupation requiring a ski 
wooden patterns into which iru 

Uncle Will was an inveterat 
him, along with my father ( anc 
fishing trips to Slippery Rod 
Youghiogheny River, and on < 
was before either family own 
traveled by train, or more ofte 
high speed on tracks laid across 
over high trestles to Charleroi 
other points which then seeme 
quently traveled before daybn 
streetcar, we usually walked si 
terns, fishing poles, bait, and 
faculty of finding excellent fish 
sible places in western Pennsy 
long before I obtained from 
which I am sure he didn't kr 
trips Uncle Will and my fath< 
especially when they were sp< 
younger ears. Both had been 
fluently as well as English. 

At the time of Wilhelm \ 
brother, John Ulmer, and his ^ 

1861 in Klein-Czyste) were liv 



destroyed by bombings, 
devices had been built t 

The census records o 
at 31 Eichen Strasse, in 
Carl Walter, who was sf 
their dwelling at 33 Ei< 
home. At this time, althc 
not include the other tw 
fants, it seems certain, di 
died shortly after, althoi 

In July of 1881, Augi 
Strasse, and in 1882 Ct 
census record as a reside 
was living there, no dout 
will shortly be evident. 

Times were not easy i: 
industrial recession. Wot 
August, John Ulmer, am 
hours were long and the 
in Duisburg the opporti 
But in the mills he near 
the great industrial city 
to America formerly livi 
Germany to tell of thei 
relatives boasting of th 
mills and foundries, and 

A thought began to ta 
the ties with the farmlai 
be much different to br 
certain there would be 
America where they coi 
John Ulmer, said to him 

"August, I've been thi 



After weeks of hard woi 
money for a one-way passag 
in Germany, he later told m> 
on a farm in Hochfeld, to adi 
not have enough money to ps 
come as soon as he found w 
had saved only sufficient mon 
also remained behind in Ger 
boat ticket. Neither John n< 
failure, nor what might hapj 
work. 

Twenty-eight days elapsed 
until they landed in Americ 
dangerous and exciting. Shoi 
then an old man who outlive 
some of the details of the hai 
drove the vessel off course, 1 
man immigrants. All of the 
ordered to man the pumps ti 
drew a revolver and threaten 
follow his orders. John and 
assisted in removing cabin do 
er to make life rafts. Luckily, 
storm, but Uncle John told n 
and he said this was a luxur 

Our information is that Jo 
Castle Garden, then in the 
Island. 7 Castle Garden had fii 
such stars as Jenny Lind per 
it became the aquarium, w. 
1855 and 1890, the building 
After being processed througj 
August and John rode a day 
in Pittsburgh, so far as I arr 

The city of Pittsburgh hai 
annexations of its surrniinrlir 



Carson Street, like Wanhe: 
and the Monongahela resen 
and despite their ignorance 
found employment. August 
of the American Bridge Coi 
stand the English languag 
served him in good stead, a: 
Schoenberger Foundries; la 

August saved enough fro 
sage of his wife and baby sc 
a small sum from the Reven 
on the South Side, a haven 
as Brandt's Kirche. This ki 
America. 

In March of 1882, so fa 
Catharina and two-year ol 
Catharina, who was almost 
household goods before let 
to Friedrieh and Pauline U' 
to see them again. Can we 
the graves of her two babies, 

Catharina did not come i 
Emilie (John Ulmer's wife 
his fiancee, a German girl ■ 
ceived from August and J' 
seek the prosperity that aw. 
and August, probably throi 
for their passages. What a 
burgh, and what a load w: 
wife and son. 

In anticipation of Cathar 
rent on the South Side, but 
scores of German workers 1 
Beltzhoover and Allentown 
town in 1869 and Beltzhoov 

mptif Hnmnamr vifflc inrlti^ir 



its carved wooden case, enarr 
and brass pendulum, remain 
before his death when he ga' 
our kitchen mantle during m 
Beltzhoover home during rm 
father gave the clock to me. 11 
long exposure to kitchen furrx 
white enamel on the face has 
rately. Perhaps it is not too mi 
to serve later generations of th« 

Outgrowing their first hom 
larger house on Warrington A 
then called. Not long after, tfo 
The glow faded from the skj 
emptied from the stacks. This 
compensation and relief ehec 
cut his living expenses, and f 
found temporary work on a f 
as a teamster for Fred Eibes, 
porarily employed by Thomas 
to the lowliest job, he was abl 
over the heads of the members 

When the mills reopened, 
now he had seen enough of . 
needed the security of home ( 
man immigrant. The great dr< 
the more land, the higher th 
renting, Benjamin McLain ani 
begun to lay out a new plan 
contracting firm, McLain & .V 
which were being principally 

On July 7, 1887, in consider: 
and Catharina bought a srnal' 
erty was described as follows ii 

"All that certain piece oi 



After taking ownership 
sons, enlarged it. It was a ] 
ards — only five rooms, bu 
an Eigentumer in America 
cottages in Gross Komorsk 

The lot August purchas 
farm. A portion of the fan 
McLain & Maple in 1875 i 
of Jacob Beltzhoover's da' 
ther's will, dated 1831.* Tl 
Beltzhoover, Jacob's fathe 
John Ormsby, Sr. Ormsb) 
chased from John Penn ( 
1791. 1() 

August and his family n 
of historic property that c; 
original land grant from CI 

During 1892, the year 
working in the Sligo Roll 
the Fisher Foundry and 
work with the Americar 
Hazlewood, Despite his ] 
the mills and foundries ir 
for the position of foreman 



Sadness came to August 
the age of 51, after a 1 
and steadfast wife who n 
bought a grave lot in th< 
what was then Carrick Bo: 
Evangelischen Gemeinde 
on Jane Street in the Sou 
Evangelical Church, or m 




August Weslager and his wife 
early members of this little mi 
of the First German Baptist Ch 
of the South Side built in ISi 
the corner of Jacunda and 1 
hoover Avenues in former h 



he often attended services, a 
members. 

Buried near Catharina in 
hoover baker, August Heldt, a 
German community and closs 
fact, they had named one of t 
is the grave of Pastor Lorch, a, 
late Judge Gustav L. Schramm 
My Uncle Charlie ( one of Auj 
distant from the family plot, i 
plot. 

Funeral services for Cathai 
H. C. Gleiss of the First Gen 
The services were held in the 
nue and Jacunda Street. Some 
live with us before his manias 
sions was a framed white dove 
which the words "Our Motht 
part of one of the floral tribi 
sentimental reasons, he had sav 

To the best of my knowledg 
When she was in her late for 
yard of the Beltzhoover propei 
Catharina's head from the ph< 
pin then fashionable for worm 
gave the pin to me in 1940, all 
clasp broken. It is still in my po 

Catharina is described as be 
She was about five feet tall, an 
a natural wave. Although I he 
father's authoritative and uny: 
they said only the kindest thing 

. The youngest child at the 1 
born January 8, 1900. ( I have s 



children had married and 
under 16 — August, Jr., Cla: 

As he sat in the little B 
sermon, August fingered tl 
Catharina, and made from 
also been passed down tc 
Catharina had it made as 
patiently saved for many ; 
touched when she gave h 
eyes, ) 

August yearned for com] 
of one of his neighbors, a 
First German Baptist Chin 
nee Krueger. Mrs, Peterm 
riage: Augusta, Elizabeth, 
Peterman children had be 
the Beltzhoover School. Ir 
tween the two families. Al 
live all his brothers), and 
who had been schoolmate; 

On Labor Day, 1910, A 

the residence of the Rever 

On February 23, 1911, 
Avenue to George Guer 
daughter Elizabeth, 11 1 v 
man, much admired by A 
called "Aunt Lizzie" was 

When Delmont Avenue 
house was left standing hi 
and replaced by a brick re; 

After his second marria 
she owned at 421 Cedar!) 
he died July 29, 1913, at tl 
in the Zimmerman Cemei 



day School class in which ir 
still treasure the little book s 
the Bible. 

John Ulmer and his wife 
America, but their marriage 
of a daughter, Emilie eontr; 
lost her mind, and committe 
years and also died. Later, J' 
Kline, who had a daughter A 
had a son by the second marn 

Uncle John, as he was fon 
erations, was a beloved relat 
I can remember the time h( 
when I was a small boy, and 
was a violinist and a story 
always told, had been an ace 

Uncle John lived for man 
part of the Homestead sub 
Kline was called). The bunj 
replace an earlier dwelling 
burned to the ground. As a 1 
was building the little hous€ 
showing me the farm shed i 
rarily sleeping while the new 

Earlier in this account I re 
John's home, many years late 
then a student at the Univs 
asked my father to take me 
We drove down Glass Run 
the car, and hiked up a woo 
nearing the end of his year 
Aunt Minnie was also living 
was with the cake my father 
father had a long talk to gel 
' father translated for me as 
humorous twinkle in Uncle 



Catharina's youngest br 
Karl, who came witl 
steps of his father, becam 
in Washington County for 
They were the closest bl< 
John was only a half brotht 

The names of the child 
were; Fred, Dora, Freda. 

It is of interest to note tl 
dren to those born to Ai 
Catharina gave birth in i 
( Mary ) who died in infan 
Ham), Edward, Fred, Alb 
age 8), Alma, Emma, anc 
left 10 children. Most of 1 
a certain Mrs. Heisterkar 
families of Beltzhoover to c 

During my childhood, s 
to time to visit our home 
remember Dora and Free 
seeing Otto Walter on oi 
and had returned to Pittsbi 

About 1910, or perhaps 
his Aunt Anna, who had r 
in Duisburg, Her address 
address in 1939, but my 1. 



The evolvement of the i 
was living in Americ 
an American invention, a 



16th century where members s; 
elsewhere. He told me there ar 
land. I do not vouch for any o 
he told it to me. 

I have sought the advice of 
America in an effort to obtain 
Most authorities agree with th 
letter written to me by Dr. W. 

ger in Germany: 

"The term: Wolle schlagen. 
back to at least the Middle r 
draw your attention to com] 
technical term wollensleger 
as proper names in the same 
German sentence, 'der kundt 
['the one who spins wool or 
or sley from Anglo-Saxon sh 
latter means 'a weaver's reec 
that has teeth like a comb', 
strike', which is etymologicall 
schlagen." 

Professor Ernst Pulgram of tl 

University of Michigan, had t] 

"The name Wollschlaeger 
meaning of one who beats w 
ing it. The English verb use< 
though that activity is genei 
technical term in German is I 
in etymology in general, an 
proper names, the most obv: 
tion, because the very obvk 
due to what we call populai 
impart an obvious meaning 
' obvious at all. Hence, for all 
may really be such a re-int 



One thing is certain: r 
variants came to America 
1880, the vessel BraunscJ 
man, August Wollschlag 
21, Johann, aged 18, Cla 
and August, aged 4. 11 ' 

Furthermore, the name 
Pittsburgh telephone din 
schlaegers. The Baltimor' 
Wollstagers. There are i 
Wollschlegers in Roches 
delphia has both Woolsla 
name. 

Whether the German i 
ancestor, whose livelihoo 
of wool prior to weaving 
elusive. As Professor Pu 
etymologized, which sin 
have been something ent 
later date. If so, there m 
original name had nothin 
military connotations. 

The transposition fron 
plain. It was not done in 
German name, as some 1 
alteration occurred in 18 
son, enrolled in the Belt; 
Jamison, his teacher, askt 
it spoken at home. Since 
stab at recording it as it 
the school records some 
every effort to locate th< 
first recorded spelling, 
present Board of Public 

The error was also per 



German name. Most of the G 
continued to refer to the fam 
children knew August's child] 

August himself used the na 

the Pittsburgh and Alleghen 
answered to both names. The 
in its German forms, had beer 
to his indifference. Who was t 
wrong? 

I have taken the various sp 
and his family and have set 1 
they appear in documented soi 

1852 August Wollschlaeger 

The name appears this wa 
his father's name is spelled Hei 

1875 August Wollenschlager 

The name so appears in the 
years 1872-1876, under date of 

1877 August Wollschlager an 

This is the way the name 
Maria Wollschlager, a daughh 
is dated February 25, 1877, at 
living in Feldmark, a suburb of 

1880-1881 August Wolkchla^ 

The name appears in this fc 
burg during 1881 and 1882, d 
lived at 59 Kultur Strasse, 31 
46 Eichen Strasse. 
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Name 



Weslager, August 


B 


Cathrine 


\\ 


Win, 


Sc 


Edward 


Sc 


Frederick H. 


S< 


Albert J. 


Sc 


Alma M. 


D 


August F. 


Sc 


Clara H. 


D 


Emma M. 


D 


Charlie J. [R.] Sc 


Earnest J, 


Sc 



(The census gives the d 
this is obviously an error, 
that Edward was born in P 

I made a further effort 
April 10, 1910, but Augus 
formation would be of r 
census after August's arri" 
other members of the fan 
tered in the U.S. census 
an alien, who did not chai 
entitled to identify himsel 
nothing unusual about r 
Many family names were 
pronunciation. Other nan 
by spelling with Englisl 
many varieties of the sam 
August's case. 

The following city direc 



The 1904 edition has the foil 

Weslager, August lab. : 
Edward barbt 
Wm. molder 

In 1905, the following indivk 

Weslager, August lab. ! 
Edward barbt 

Frederick lab. 
Wm, molder 

1908 August Woolchlager am 

The following obituary ap 
edition of the Pittsburgh Chron 

WOOLCHLAGEH, CaTHEBIN— C 

Catherin beloved wife of Au 
51. Funeral from her late 
Thirty-eighth Ward, South i 
Service at Second German ] 
avenue and Jacunda street i 
respectfully invited to attenc 

J9JI August Wollschlaeger 

On February 23, 1911, the t 
Catharina was sold to George 
refers to "August Wollslagei 
Wollschlaeger his [second] wif 

1913 August Wollschlaeger 

The following obituary appc 
July 30, 1913: 

Wollschlaegeh— On Tuesd 



than Weslager until some 
last surviving daughter, b 
any other name except Wc 

Only one of August's s 
example, by returning to 
used in the German spelli 
schlaeger. Harvey and I 1 
ough, and I have fond it 
were also in the same S 
during church services al 
father was my father's h 
differently, may have se< 
affectionate relationship, 
embarrassment. 

In the third generatio 
given way to the America 
lager can trace his ancesl 
no other Weslagers — anyi 



Now a few words abo 
As we have seen, A' 
the Lutheran Church in ( 
August attended services 
German language was sj 
Missouri Synod, known ai 
rigid. Although he had 
become a member of this < 

After moving to Beltzh 
in time, influenced by G 
The First German Bapti; 
in 1894 for $2400 at the 
Avenue in Knoxville Bor 
the mother church and 
and Catharina started to i 



My Uncle Charlie attend 
School and also sang in the < 
active members, and Uncle 
Committee who laid the pla 
boy of 10, I attended the dec 
with my father. Coins, curre 
ments were sealed behind t 
tractor, who was also supe: 
the mortar when the stone w« 

When the building was c 
my sister Dolores, and I at) 
of us, including my father ar 
Mr. Arthur A. Schade, who 

Uncle Albert, Aunt Mami 
faithful members. My fathei 
at one period Uncle Albert v 
as president of the Mens B 
church choir. 13 Aunt Mamie 
and Sunday School. During 
services each Sunday mornii 
the second in German. The < 
languages. 

August Weslager died h 
If he had lived, he would hi 
with other former members 
indicated that his widow by 
her first marriage ) were all r 
older German members pas 
were discontinued, but the 
new generation. 

A number of denominatio 
lager's descendants, and m 
Uncle Charlie, who becam 
after his marriage, was a lay 
His son mv cousin Charlps 



Another of August's , 
Weslager and Roy Bare 

An outstanding trait a 
was a fondness for musi< 
to four-part harmony sui 
and Aunt Clara. "The 

hymns, but they sang oti 
there was always singing 
generation where there a. 

A well-developed sens 
ized many members of tl 
as did all of his sons, V 
Uncle Ed, Uncle Will, a 
anecdotes were told by 
memory to bring to life in 

I would be remiss not 
uncles for good food. N< 
pienie, a Sunday visit, 01 
their favorite game), th 
they all engaged in their f 



So far as I have been 
of August Weslager in e: 
one of the Bible classes 
Church of the South Side 
marking the 50th annive 
1913. August was broad 
five feet, eight inches ta 
side. Hazel eyes were d 
brows. The ends of his : 
severe lines of his mout 
deeply religious, and one 
sia which he repeated at n 

Ko 



August Weslager was a ste 
spoil his children by spa 
strength were such that whei 
stood in fear of where the blo> 
hold with a firm hand and dem 
brooked no interference, belie 
not heard. He was a Prussian 
disciplines of his generation; c 

In the winter of 1892, both 
with what was diagnosed as p 
modern drugs, and death oftei 
thread for many days, and th 
Beltzhoover home. August was 
Catharina for 16 weeks. For s 
flaxseed poultices were applied 
to the assistance of the childre 
lie") Stewart assisted in man 
neighbor, brought hot soup an 
Mrs. Elizabeth Roeper took Al 
enhoff cared for August Jr., th< 
wet nurse. (Mrs, Roeper was ( 
in Osnabruck, Germany, and : 
Beltzhoover in 1887 where the 
young man, my father and I vi 
Beltzhoover home. She was the 
father, and threw her arms ai 
told me how she had taken ca 

During August's and Cathc 
Dr. Herman Hagerman, prescr 
cessity, decided to buy a cow, 
they had fully recovered there 
to one of the neighbors. Recoj 
business to augment his wage 
number of years he operated a 



On occasion, when tr 

serve the regular custo: 
the dusty, country road 
each arm, soliciting busir 

One of the favorite c( 
because of her gentle w 
away a Sunday aftemoc 
and painted it. Some da 
saw the toy on our pari 
had made such an am; 
memories. 

When my uncles can 
and Uncle Charlie both 
the conversation always 
had taken place in Bel 
school; the time their si 
the time Ed injured his 
to wear a special shoe i 
the "loafing shanty" in 
and their visits to Unch 
home and got so hungry 
other incidents which I 1 
whom they always refe 
again. 

I remember August ^ 
deathbed in Beltzhoove: 
took me for a visit, and 
that they conversed in ( 
pale face against the w 
clock on the wall. Later, 
father said to him, know 
nicht." This means, "I ha^ 

When my father was 
reminded me that he ha 

1 ] 'J. 1 J.-1 1 !_.• 



kitchen table one evening, as 
remained there during the ni 
family the next clay. The folio 
lritelien he found a large piec 
of his ungrateful sons or (lav 
of such proportions? 

"Who did it?" lie thundered 

spoke at home. No one answen 

One by one he summoncx 
you're next. Now it's your tvi 
August's bidding, quaking in 
and as be opened his mouth, 
man to his first born, "So, it i 
to William's mouth. The culp 
the cheese! 

A lumbermill in downtown 
5 cents a bag. It would make 
thought, but a nickel was a nie 

"Get me a needle and thread 

"The next day he handed a 
"Go buy a bag of sawdust for tl 

Imagine the boy's surprise 
bermill. It was not of ordinar 
together to make one except 
failed to stipulate the size of 
lishment could not help t'roiv 
from Beltzhoover" who had on 



August had an indomitabl* 

day he bought a new cow an 
•became frightened by a pass 
loose. August had a terrific st 



August hail ruffle ticke 
to his friends and neighl 
the doctor's bill was paid 

August was a diligent 
Tie walked from his horr 

hack again every night. 

There were occasional 
the mill or foundry for 

millwright, he was enga 
in operation. At one tim 
worked with water up to I 

One cold morning, w 
steam lines froze. Angus 
lines hurst, searing his 1 
were painful, and it w; 
Kalbchen Butter that br< 
from being permanently 
tea were also cures found 



On Saturday morning 
wanted to fly a kite, but 
his father's shoe repair 1 
and — a ball of twine. . 
outside and fastened the 
the ball of twine unwo 
and two pieces of green 
ball of twine were two ! 
Gold. Geld!" 

Catharina quietly tool 
of twine and replaced tl 
the difference, nor was 1 



On a July Sunday, August a 
in-law, Car] Walter, on the ft 
boys were playing in the fieli 
barn with their uncle. Sudcli 
horse came pounding down I 
loped across the field. August 
holding the reins taut, as he li 
possibly in the cavalry. He 
galloping horse, meanwhile h 
side the animal; then vaultiiij 
the opposite side. 



Tin's concludes the simple 
Prussian of ordinary means, 
America for himself and his fa 
tery in a Pittsburgh suburb oi 
he lived and raised his famih 
the German version of his nai 
Lutheran pastor in Neuenburg 

In the same plot, a larger i 
christened Wilhelm in Germ: 
or Will. It is inscribed with the 



